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    RIMFIRE      Handguns 
Ruger’s GP 100 
Model 1757 has 

10-round cylinder, is 
easy to use, and has a 
fiber optic front sight.

What 
could be more 

fun than picking out 
a handgun for Rimfire 

Challenge?!
 

Handguns for Rimfire Challenge include both 
revolvers and pistols (semi-autos) depending upon 
what division and category you wish to compete in. 
For example, as long as there is a minimum of three 

people competing in your division/category, you 
could compete in Limited/Revolver or Limited/

Cowboy/Cowgirl. The first using a double-
action revolver and iron-sighted rimfire rifle, 
and the latter a single-action revolver and a 
lever-action rifle. Naturally, you could also 
compete in Open Division with a scoped 

red dot revolver and scoped or red dot 
rifle. We will first cover revolvers 

and then semi-autos.Any double-action or single-
action .22 LR revolver will 

certainly work. There are thousands 
of old double-action and single-
action .22 revolvers out there; 

from very old sixguns to current 
modern ones. If you don’t have one 

and want to shoot in the revolver 
category, go over to your local gun 
shop and check them out. Some of 

the best are Rugers for both double-
action and single-action while 

Smith & Wesson and Taurus make 
some excellent .22 double-actions.

REvolvERs: doublE-actIon:
We will look at the double-actions first. Ruger has a 

really sweet double-action model in their GP-100 Model 
1757 .22LR. The barrel length is 5.5” providing a good 
combination sight picture and barrel swing from target-
to-target. It has a 10-round swing-out cylinder giving 
the competitor enough rounds for a stage and quick-

reload capability. Smith & Wesson has the Model 317 
Kit Gun (8 rounds and a 3” barrel), the S&W Model 617 
(10 rounds with either a 4” or 6” barrel) which is really 

sweet, and the Model 17 Masterpiece (classic with 6 
rounds and a 6” barrel). Taurus has the Model 990SS4 
(9 round and 4” barrel). Any of these will work well, 

and the choice has a lot to do with personal preference 
of length of the barrel, sight-picture along with barrel 

length, and trigger pull.

S&W Model 317 Kit 
Gun (8 rounds and a 

3” barrel.)

Taurus Model 
990SS4 holds 9 

rounds and has a 
4” barrel.

2-Gun
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    RIMFIRE      Handguns 

Colt has had .22 
Rimfires for years, but 
not a lot of them and 
they are currently not 
producing them. One 
of their Centennial 

models is shown 
above.

REvolvERs: sInglE-actIon:
Are there many single-action revolvers around you can 

use? WOW! Tons and tons. You can get an old model Colt 
in .22LR, there are even cased, pair sets still floating around. 

Heritage Manufacturing makes a variety of .22LR models, 
Cimarron has the Plinkerton which is quite nice and comes with 
an extra .22 Magnum cylinder. It has a 4-1/2” barrel which is just 
about the perfect length for competition. Ruger, by far and wide, 
has the largest variety, number, and best functioning single action 

.22LR revolvers. From the Bearcat to the Single-six, to the New Models: 
Single-six, Single-six Hunter, Single-seven, Single-nine, and Single-10.   

These are strong, well-built revolvers. My first revolver was a Bearcat and 
my second was a Single-six (I still have them both.)

The new Bearcat is great for young, small juniors starting out. It fits well 
in small hands and still has hardly any recoil. They have a 4.2” barrel and 

are blued or stainless, and some of the Lipsey Distributor models are 
available with a bird’s head grip or adjustable sights.

Almost all of the Single-six models that hold six rounds come 
with an extra .22 Magnum cylinder which is nice for hunting. 

They come in a variety of shapes and sizes, blued and stainless, 
with barrel lengths from 4.62” to 9.5”. The Single-ten comes 

with a fiber optic front sight so it is easy to pick up 
quickly.

Cimarron’s 
Plinkerton is a nice 

rimfire with an extra 
cylinder for .22 

Magnum (the .22LR 
cylinder is shown 

here.)

A pair of Ruger 
Single-sixes fits 
perfectly in Ted 

Blocker’s Sidewinder 
gun rig specially built 
for young Buckaroos 

and Buckarettes.

S&W Model 317 
Masterpiece a Classic 
with 6 rounds and 6” 

barrel.
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A pair of Ruger 
Single-sixes. On the 
right is an old model 
and on the left a New 

Model Single-Six 
with a 4.62” barrel.

Ruger’s New 
Model Single-Ten 

stainless with a 
10-round cylinder 

and fiber optic 
sights. Right: a 
stainless steel 

Bearcat. A WWII High 
Standard .22LR 
can work fine to 
start out with. 
It would help 
to have extra 
magazines.

Ruger’s Mark III 
Hunter is not only a 
great rimfire hunting 
pistol but performs 
well in competition. 

The fiber optic sights 
provide a quick sight 
picture and thus fast 

shooting.

A regular 
Mark III with 
adjustable iron 

sights and a 
rail ready for 
mounting an 

optic.

A Ruger blued 
Bearcat.

2-Gun



Though we talked about 
revolvers above, the vast majority 
of competitors in Rimfire Challenge 
use semi-autos with 10-round magazines 
whether it be in the Open (optics) or Limited 

(no optics) division. It is recommended that you 
always have at least five magazines that are loaded before 

each stage. This way, you won’t hold up your shooting squad 
taking up time to reload magazines.

You might think that you have to get a modern semi-auto .22LR pistol 
for competition. That is not the case. Ask your mom or dad if they have heard 

of High Standard .22LR pistols which were first made in 1932 and built many of 
them for the U.S. Military. The first pistol I ever shot was a High Standard .22LR and 
oh, what fun my uncle and I had shooting that pistol. He even gave it to me a couple of 
years ago. High Standard continues to make excellent competitive pistols today.

There are all sorts of .22LR semi-auto pistols available, Smith & Wesson makes them, 
even a model that matches their centerfire model. Browning has the outstanding and 
very popular Buckmark. Sig Sauer has a couple of very nice ones that we will talk about. 
Walther also has a couple. You can even get 1911 versions, both in fixed models such as 
from Browning, Chiappa, Rock Island Armory, and Sig Sauer, as well as conversion slides 
for your favorite 1911, including one from Kimber. You can also get a .22 Conversion for 
your Glock 17 from Tactical Solutions or Rock Island Armory. We will talk about these 

a little later on along with the customized, premium pistols based on the Ruger Mark II, 
Mark III, 22/45 and the Buckmark from Tactical Solutions.

First, the Ruger. “The 22 Ruger Pistol” first came out in 1949. It was simple, strong, and 
functioned extremely well with almost any .22LR brand. Since then, it has grown, expanded 

in such high popularity with the Mark II, Mark III, 22/45, and 22/45 LITE that it has 
become the number one favored semi-auto pistol of all time. There are so many 

different models, as well as companies that customize it, such as Tactical Solutions, 
it is amazing. There are also many companies that have built their business 

around making after-market parts for it such as TandemKross (Look for 
a review on a tricked out, fully customized 22/45 LITE using parts 

from TandemKross coming out next year.) Many of these parts 
can be installed without a gunsmith, and they make 

these pistols, slicker, faster, cooler, and even 
more competitive.

Semi-autos:

272-Gun and 3-Gun Competitions Special Edition 2016

The 22/45 LITE is now 
my favorite. Cool, very 

light-weight, lots of models 
to chose from and it is 
competitive right out of 

the box. It lends itself well 
to tuning and putting in 

after-market parts to make 
it even more competitive. 

Young juniors will love this 
gun!

Tactical Solutions 
PAC-LITE is a 

really sweet rimfire 
competition pistol!

Two Ruger Mark IIIs 
we got in for testing 

and review when they 
first came out. Great 
pistols right out of 

the box.

S&W Model 22A 
is an excellent 

rimfire pistol and is 
very accurate. This 
target was shot off-
hand at 15-yards 
by a 14-year-old 

junior.
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We covered the 
MK III some years ago when we got 

two different models to review. These are great guns 
right out of the box. After testing them, we took them over 

to Tactical Solutions and had them customized into PACLITEs. 
Lightened, a new accurized barrel, a compensator, combined with a 

really cool look makes this an awesome firearm! One of them, shown here, 
became my favorite .22 semi-auto until I received a 22/45 LITE model (covered 

in the Spring 2016 issue). This customized Tactical Solutions Ruger MK III is still my 
grandson’s favorite .22.
I can’t say enough good things about the Ruger .22 pistol. If you want to compete and don’t 

have a .22 pistol, go get one of these in your preferred model. You can take it out of the box 
immediately and start to compete in Rimfire Challenge with it. Check out the after-market parts 

available, after a few matches, to trick it out and make it even better.
Besides the various Ruger models available, probably the next most popular rimfire pistol for Rimfire 

Challenge is the Browning Buckmark. This is also an outstanding pistol and also one which has a lot of 
after-market parts available, some from both Tactical Solutions and TandemKross. Some of our juniors 

on our shooting team and junior writers use this. They have done quite well with this pistol, and the new 
trigger (covered in our Summer 2016 issue) makes the trigger-pull of this pistol very sweet. Browning has 

many rimfire pistol models, and you should certainly take a look at them.
Okay, back to some of the others I mentioned earlier. We have used the S&W 22A with very good results (see 

pistol with target shown here). This rimfire pistol is easy to use and very accurate. You might also check out their 
M&P22 which is very similar to their M&P9, making it an excellent choice for practicing with the same type 
of pistol you might be using for centerfire competition.

SIG SAUER has two .22 rimfires that are really sweet, but you can’t get one of them anymore. Their 
Mosquito (currently not available) is outstanding and always goes Bang! One of our juniors and his dad 
swear by it, as when everyone else was having misfires and jams, their Mosquitos just kept singing. I love 
their P226-22. With a grip frame exactly like their full-size P226 you can practice and compete in rimfire 
competitions and then change the slide over to 9mm or .40S&W caliber and you’re ready to go for 
centerfire.

We have shot and tested a couple of 1911 rimfires and a couple of conversions. Our favorite 
conversion at this point is the Kimber 1911 full-size conversion. This works well with full-

size Kimbers but won’t fit on all 1911s. Our favorite fixed 1911 .22 that we have had some 
experience with, is the SIG SAUER 1911 .22LR-R which is closer to full-size than the 

Browning. As long as you keep it cleaned, it will run all day long and functions well 
with most rimfire ammo. Another one we shot, and is very accurate right out of the 

box, is the Chiappa 1911-22. The one we had was a fixed sight model, and you 
wouldn’t believe the accuracy; 14 shots in a 5-inch group at 15 yards.

Go out get yourself a .22 semi-auto or revolver with a matching 
rimfire rifle and try out Rimfire Challenge. I guarantee you will 

have lots of fun, and you can make a real family sport.

A Browning Buckmark 
makes a great 

competition pistol. 
TandemKross has all 
sorts of enhancements 

and Tactical Solutions has 
a TRAIL-LITE barrel 
and other Buckmark 

accessories - shown at 
right. 

Chiappa’s Model 1911-
22 turned out to be a 
gem. Even using the 
old-style 1911 fixed 
iron sights, it made 
hitting the target a 
piece of cake. The 

target shown was shot 
at 15-yards and 14 
shots - awesome!

2-Gun
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Ruger’s SR22 is 
built off of  their SR 

center-fire series 
of handguns. It 

gives you the same 
function and feel.

Right: SIG 
SAUER’s Mustang 

.22LR is a great 
pistol to get started 

as long as the shooter 
can handle the double-
action trigger pull on 
the first round. They 
seem to keep shooting 
when other guns jam 
and they are a lot of 

fun.

I really like SIG 
SAUER’s 1911-22. 
This gives all of the 

feel and operation of 
a full-sized .22. It is 
accurate and one of 
the best functioning 
rimfire 1911s I have 

seen.

SIG 
SAUER’s 

P226-22 is a great 
pistol. It functions very 
well, is easy to operate 

and rack slide. It is very 
accurate (the double-action 
trigger-pull on the first shot 
takes getting used to) and 

you can change out to slide 
for different center-fire 
calibers like 9mm and 

.40 S&W.
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By Andy Fink

Long range 
    Precision  Shooting

In 2-Gun long-range precision 
shooting you use two firearms: a 
pistol or carbine, and a long-range 
precision rifle. All stages usually 
include the rifle but only a few of 
them also include the pistol. If you 
are good with a pistol, it helps, but 
the rifle is where the points are.

This type of shooting is growing 
in popularity across the country. 
The matches take place at outdoor 
ranges and out in the field. The ones 
in the field usually include miles 
of hiking, shooting through bush, 
grass, canyons with swirling winds, 
changes in temperature, humidity, 
and light, and mild to heavy winds. 
Matches are conducted in all sorts 

of weather from pouring rain to dry 
heat, to snow flurries. The targets 
are very small, placed in challenging 
locations, and located from 50 to 
1,500 yards or farther. You certainly 
have to have a good understanding 
of ballistics and a ballistic calculator, 
such as “SHOOTER,” certainly 
helps.

The rifle must be capable of at least 
½ Minute Of Angle (MOA). That is 
normally considered a three or five-
shot group measured from the center 
hole to the center hole of the widest 
shots taken at 100 yards. Ideally, 
you would want a rifle capable of 
shooting less than ½ MOA, but this 
does start getting expensive.

Our five-person junior long-
range team came from within our 
Junior Shooters magazine’s shooting 
team. We originally started with 

a variety of bolt-action rifles and 
even a couple of semi-autos. It soon 
became clear that the semi-autos we 
were using were not as accurate for 
really long distances and very small 
targets. Many companies, such as 
Mossberg, Remington, Ruger, and 
Savage, make excellent rifles that 
are reasonably priced and can be 
used for long-range. You can start 
with one of these. There are also a 
variety of companies that specialize 
in building precision rifles which 
are more expensive, where you can 
get them from $2,500 on up. If you 
are going to be really competitive 
though, you need the best, and we 
were very lucky to have Ashbury 
Precision Ordnance (APO) come 
on board as the exclusive rifle 
sponsor for our five-person long-
range team. They also worked out 

Matt Peterson from APO is an experienced 
long-range precision competitor. He is 
shooting his APO bolt-action custom rifle 
with a Leupold scope.

2-Gun
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Long range 
    Precision  Shooting

an arrangement with Leupold to 
provide us with five VX-6 3-18X 
long-range scopes. All five of 
these rifle/scope combinations are 
capable of shooting ¼ MOA groups 
if the shooter does their job. You 
might say, “Oh, there is not much 
difference between ¼ MOA and ½ 
MOA.” That is certainly true at 100 
yards, but that difference at 1,600 
yards is 4-inches! When shooting at 
a target that may only be 12-inches 
wide at that distance, it makes a 
significant difference.

The pistol used can be any semi-
automatic, or even a revolver, 
that you are comfortable with and 
maybe have used for IPSC or 3-Gun 
matches. It does need to be one that 
operates well in the field under harsh 
conditions. Our five-person junior 
long-range team uses a variety. Most 

One of our custom APO 6.5 Creedmoor rifles from APO with 
a Leupold VX-6 3-18X scope sitting on the gear Cam used for 
the Sniper’s Hide Cup 2016. The rifle has a Basix trigger set 
to 3 lbs.

Cam, one of our 17-year-old 
juniors during a long-range 
practice match. Notice the 
GLOCK 17 in the Blade-
Tech holster on his Blade-
Tech competition belt. The 
bipod is from Harris through 
Brownells.

The GLOCK 17 or 34 
is one of the  favorite 

pistols of many 
3-Gun and IPSC 

competitors. It works 
very well for stages in 
long-range precision 
matches that include 

a pistol.

A 1/4” MOA Rifle!

favor the GLOCK, but one uses a 
Beretta and ones uses a Tanfoglio.

PRS stands for Precision Rifle 
Series. The Precision Rifle Series 
is a rifle sports competition series 
utilizing the most recognized and 
reputable long-range rifle matches 
in the nation based on individual 
effort. All PRS competitors 
shoot during the season to earn 
a classification which is based 
upon an average of their two best 
matches of that season. Pro, Semi-
pro, and Amateur.  There are five 
different divisions: Open, Senior - 
50 or older, Junior - 19 or younger, 
Military/Law Enforcement, and 
Lady.

More information can be found at 
www.precisionrifleseries.com.



Brian Lueddeke, Coach, Junior Shooters’ magazine, Long-Range Rifle Team
Detective/Corporal, IMPACT Team | Meridian Police Department | 208-484-8266
Lead me, follow me, or get out of my way – Gen. George S. Patton
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Toward the end of the season in 2015, Andy approached me about helping coach the 
Junior Shooters Long-range Rifle Team, which consists of five primary juniors who 
are picked from within the regular Junior Shooters magazine’s shooting team.  The 
idea was to partner up with a friend of mine, Travis Woodbury, and train the team for 
Precision Rifle Series style competitions.  The PRS, and similar events, have started to 
become very popular, and the kids were interested in shooting this style of competition.  

Shortly after Shot Show (Las Vegas), Andy was able to secure Ashbury Precision 
Ordinance as the exclusive rifle sponsor for the kids; building and sending the boys 
custom built rifles in 6.5 Creedmoor.  As part of the package, which also included 
Leupold VX 3-18X scopes, APO requested that the Junior Shooters team attend and 
compete at the Sniper’s Hide Cup PRS event in June, in Colville, WA.  This gave 
Travis and I a set of goals with a firm deadline to get the boys ready for a national level 
competition.

We started the training season in early March and began working with the team on 
the fundamentals of long-range shooting.  As time and their ability level increased so 
did the type of training Travis and I incorporated.  Also, the boys and I began shooting 
NWPRL matches in Idaho and Oregon, as well as the Parma long-range monthly 
matches.  Moreover, Travis was able to use a private range belonging to Hap Holland.  
Hap was kind enough to donate his land and time for the junior’s team to train once a 
month, and shoot out to 900 yards.  Using Hap’s range, Travis and I were able to teach 
the boys how to build their DOPE, true their ballistic calculators, read and manage 
wind, and learn how to effectively communicate with each other.  Also, Hap and Travis 
set up a mock match at his range and had all of the boys “compete” as if we were at 
a PRS match.  Throughout the spring, Travis and I conducted a practice every other 
Sunday, and we took the juniors to as many local PRS matches as we could.  By the end 
of May, the boys were shooting very well and ready to head to Colville!

June 23rd: The Juniors and their parents arrived in Colville, Washington.  The trip to 
Northern Washington took about 9 hours from the Boise area, and we were treated with 

Sniper's Hide 
“That is a long 
distance and it 
looks like rain 

clouds coming in”

Prep, Coach, Match!

2-Gun
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a very scenic drive in the mountains of 
Washington.  As soon as we unpacked, 
everyone headed to the range to verify 
their rifles’ zeros.  The range was a 
very large, working cattle ranch along 
the Columbia River, near Canada.  The 
scenery was spectacular, and it was a 
beautiful place to hold a competition.  
Once the rifles were good to go, we all 
headed down to the main staging area 
for a shooters meeting, where we got to 
meet Frank with SnipersHide.com, who 
was genuinely thrilled to have our kids 
shooting his PRS match.  After that, we 
went back into town and had dinner as a 
team and families.

June 24th:  We arrived back at the 
range for the morning briefing and were 
greeted with very heavy rainfall.  The 
roads turned into small creeks, and 
everything was wet.  The rain persisted 
for a couple of hours, and Frank was 
kind enough to delay the start of the 
match until the rain let up a little.  At 
about 10 am, all of the teams headed out 
to their respective stages.  The match 
was broken down into five stages with 
five shooting stations in each stage; 
Alpha, Bravo, Charlie, Delta, and Echo.  
A-C were set up on the adjacent ridge 
top overlooking the Columbia River, 
while D & E were set up to the north 
in a long narrow canyon with heavy 
vegetation.  The boys were scheduled 
to shoot Echo in the morning and Delta 
in the afternoon.  The stages were set 
up to be very difficult, yet shootable.  
There were targets out to 1,000 yards 

and more, the crews had set up moving 
targets (movers) out to 700 yards, and 
there were lots of steel targets hidden 
amongst the trees and brush in this 
canyon.  The Range Officers (RO’s) 
did a great job of instructing the juniors 
on each of the stations and made sure 
they were able to find and range each 
target (when the stage rules allowed).  

Brock, ready to 
take his long-
range shot at 

810 yards.

With the exception of some unexpected 
problems with optics, the boys shot 
very well throughout the day.  Because 
of the rain delay, we were on the range 
until the evening hours. As a result, all 
of our families pitched in and had a 
team BBQ back at the motel in town 
afterward.  We cleaned guns and went 
to bed anticipating the next day of 
competition.

June 25th: We were back at the 
range at 7 am!  The sky was clear, the 
course was dry, and the sun was warm; 
a beautiful day to be shooting for sure.  
The boys were scheduled to shoot 
Charlie and Alpha, on top of the ridge.  
This turned out to be an excellent day 
of shooting for the team!  Each of the 
boys showed their level of training and 
commitment to the sport on this day, 
hitting movers, shooting off of awkward 
positions, shooting long ranges and 
having to exude a tremendous amount 
of patience on many of the stages.  
One of the shooting stations had three 
targets set up in the brush, and at 
various distances.  Also, the shooters 
had to position themselves in a piece 
of old farm equipment to make the 
shot.  As such, one of the targets was 
not visible from the farm implement, 
the target frame could be seen, but not 
the steel.  The team had to make their 
best estimate of the distance where 
this target would be located when they 
took the shot; a very difficult shot to 

Matt Peterson 
from APO going 
prone for a long 

shot.
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make.  The boys handled this very well 
and were able to hit the steel and score 
points on the station.  At the end of the 
day of competition, we all headed back 
to the motel and did another team BBQ, 
cleaned guns and went to bed.

June 26th: Once again we were back 
at the range at 7 am, and shooting 
by 8 am.  This was the last day of 
competition, and there was only a 
morning shoot and awards scheduled 
for the afternoon.  The Juniors were 
shooting on Bravo, which began with 
shooting out of a foxhole at a moving 
target 450 yards away.  The boys had 
to engage the steel target 11 times in 
three minutes.  Each one of the team 
performed beyond expectation and did 
very well throughout the morning….
until the Loop Hole.  The Loop Hole 
stage was insane!  The shooters had to 
shoot through a 3” hole while laying 
down using a tripod, then use MIL 
holdovers to shoot 3 steel targets, 3 
times each.  The shooters could not look 
through the scope, to align it with the 3” 
hole, before the 3 minutes starting, and 
if the shooter hit the cardboard target 
around the 3” hole, they were DQ from 
that station with a 0 score.  Only one 
of the Juniors, Ben, was able to make 
4 successful hits on the targets without 
hitting the cardboard.  This is something 
we are all going to have to practice!  The 
boys ended the day on a positive note 
with successful hits on the last station 
of the morning, and from there we went 
to the awards and luncheon. 

This trip turned out to be excellent 
all the way around.  The rifles from 
APO shot very well, the scenery was 
spectacular, the course of fire was fun 
and challenging, and we all got to learn 
something new.  We are all looking 
forward to shooting the Sniper’s Hide 
Cup in 2017, and we will be training 
like crazy before we get there!! 

The Junior Shooters Long Range/
PRS Team that shot the Sniper’s Hide 
Cup consisted of the following:

Cameron Burke (75th)
Ben Moody (90th)
Ricky Marston (106th)
Brock Lueddeke (111th)

I would like to thank the following for their support in this adventure…
• Ashbury Precision Ordnance – Great guns, great people
• Hornady - Ammunition
• Chris Hodgdon – Hodgdon Powders
• Leupold – Optics
• Brownells – Parts and actions
• SnipersHide.com – For helping make this happen for the Junior 

Shooters LR PRS Team
• Benny’s Colville Inn – Made our stay excellent and affordable, plus 

the owners brought a BBQ from home so we could make team dinners
• Travis Gibson/MGM Targets – Travis gave up his time and donated 

a clinic on the “how to’s” of PRS competitions
• Hap Holland – Donated his time and private range for the boys to use
• Stephon Damron – Helped me coach the boys while at the SHC (and 

is roped into coaching full time in 2017)
• Travis Woodbury – Coached the boys with me all year

2-Gun
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Left: Discussing how to hit the steel targets 
as seen through the grass and the 3” hole in 
the paper target in front of them that they 
had to shoot through. Talk about a tough 
shot!

Background photo: Cam settling in 
for one of his long-range shots.

The Junior Shooters long-range 
precision rifle team with two of 
our sponsors from APO. L-R: Matt 
Peterson (APO), Brock Lueddeke 
(15), Cameron Burke (17), Ben 
Moody (17), Ricky Marston (15), 
and Travis Bankston (APO).
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Cameron Burke:
This year’s Sniper’s Hide Cup was like 

nothing I had ever shot before. Every match 
I have shot in the past, between 3-Gun and 
long-range, have taken place at a range. 
The Sniper’s Hide Cup was a field match, 
in the beautiful mountains of Colville, 
Washington. It was an amazing setting 
for a match. There were multiple types of 
challenging targets.  In Motion Target’s 
provided moving targets, that presented 
shooters with the task of hitting a moving 
target at several hundred yards, with 
variables that sometimes included a tricky 
wind that changed at the drop of a hat while 
winding up between the mountains, and a 
target moving at 3-4 mph.  I found taking 
an ambush style approach the best for me. 
It was the first time I had the opportunity to 
get to shoot moving targets in a long-range 

match, and it was awesome!  One of the 
most challenging stages forced shooters to 
shoot through a loop-hole while engaging 
multiple long-range targets without hitting 
the paper surrounding the loop-hole. This 
stage proved to be a challenge for both 
experienced and inexperienced shooters 
alike.  Fortunately, the experienced shooters 
in our squad were always willing to provide 
support and advice not only for each other 
but most especially for us juniors. These are 
definitely the types of targets I will continue 
to work on, I am already thinking about 
how I can recreate both the moving target 
and loophole stages, to continue improving 
my skills. 

The other static targets were set up 
between approximately 300 to 1,100 yards. 
I really enjoyed the challenge this match 
had to offer, determining environmental 

factors for each target that often included an 
ever changing wind, updrafts from shooting 
down a mountainside and across to the next 
mountain, rain, targets blocked by ground 
cover and branches, and a time or two cattle 
down range that had to be moved. I had to 
convert the knowledge of the environment 
around me, and of the targets to be engaged, 
into accurate and efficient adjustments 
of my scope and body positions. It was a 
challenge but at the same time so much fun.   

The rifle I shot for the match was an 
Ashbury Precision Ordnance (APO) 6.5 
Creedmoor Saber with a Custom Leupold 
VX-6 3-18X scope. I was very pleased with 
the rifle; it was a tack driver!  Not only did 
Ashbury send us rifles, but three of their 
guys met up with us at the match, and two 
of them shot with us.  They generously 
helped us with gear, coaching, and anything 

The Juniors!
Sniper's Hide Cup

CAM

2-Gun
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The Juniors!
Sniper's Hide Cup

else we needed.  The day before the match 
started they met us on the range to sight in 
our rifles and gave us tips about the rifles 
they provided us.  Matt and Travis shot with 
us while Jeremiah documented the event 
through the lens of his camera.

They were all at every stage, offering 
advice and support.  It was an honor to get 
to shoot with them and use their rifles, they 
were super helpful and very cool dudes.

I met all kinds of great people at the 
match as well.  All of the guys who shot 
in my squad, including the Ashbury guys, 
my dad who got roped into shooting last 
minute, Steve, Curtis, and Brian, who didn’t 
shoot, but came as a coach for our team, 
were awesome, they helped me out a lot and 
made the match even more enjoyable than it 
already was. We all had a great time, sharing 
camaraderie, advice, light-hearted humor, 

and even a little friendly competition. As 
the Junior Shooters team, we received 
a lot of support and encouragement from 
many people at the match. The older and 
more experienced shooters there expressed 
the value and importance of juniors getting 
involved with and excited about the sport, 
knowing that the youth are going to be the 
ones who keep this amazing sport going, 
and I plan to do my part to promote it. 

I would like to thank both Frank and Carl 
for not only putting on such an amazing 
match, but also for being so welcoming 
and friendly to the juniors, and supporting 
us in the match. I ended up taking 4th in 
the Junior division and was in the top 49% 
overall. By winning 4th place, I won an 
awesome Bartlein barrel. I would like to 
thank Bartlein Barrels and all of the other 
match sponsors for supplying such great 

prizes and sponsoring the match. Thank 
you, also, to all of our Junior Shooters 
magazine’s sponsors, all of the awesome 
coaches at Junior Shooters, Frank Galli, 
Carl from In Motion Targets, Ashbury 
Precision Ordnance, all of the great range 
officers at the match who volunteered their 
time to work the match, and all of my friends 
and family for supporting me in the shooting 
sports.  I feel very fortunate as a youth to 
get to exercise my 2nd Amendment right, to 
get to be a part of a community of shooters 
who show respect and honor for not only 
the sport we love, but for each other, and all 
those who make this sport possible. 
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Ben Moody
This year’s Sniper’s Hide Cup was in the beautiful mountains of Colville, Washington. The 9-hour drive up from Idaho was worth 

it to be able to shoot in the heavily forested mountains up north.  Although our team only had a few months’ preparation, we showed 
up early on the first day. We were able to meet our sponsor, Ashbury Precision Ordnance (APO).  The Ashbury team was incredibly 
helpful in getting our rifles sighted, and our gear prepared. The shooters meeting on the morning of the shoot allowed us a moment to 
take cover from the monsoon-like conditions. It was still raining pretty hard when we drove down the road to stage one, but once we 
started hiking to the stage up a logging road, the rain had let up. The hike to our first stage was about 20 minutes uphill with all of our 
gear. I learned pretty quick that 65 pounds was an excessive amount of gear, that was by no means needed for the day. None the less, we 
slogged into what we guessed was the shooting area between two trees and with the help of the Range Officer started spotting targets. 
The only way to describe the course of fire is to imagine hunting off of a hillside and your game is across a meadow inside a tree line. 
This made the match unique, as well as challenging. Many times we were able to find the target, but when it was time to shoot the target, 
it seemed to have disappeared.  The other stages were in much of the same environment, although some were in areas that were clear of 
trees, making the targets easier to spot. The stages mostly consisted of three targets, but a few stages varied from one to as many as six. 

BEN
2-Gun
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This style of shooting required us to use gear that we had 
never used before in other shoots, one of which was the 
HOG saddle that basically clamps your rifle to a tripod 
for added support.

My favorite stages were the stages that had moving 
targets.  They were my favorite because they were the 
first moving targets I had ever seen. Trying to hit a 
silhouette at a minimum of 425 yards, while it is moving 
between 4-6 miles per hour is a blast! Kind of like that 
whistle pig that tries to escape! There was also a stage 
that required you to shoot through a four-inch hole at 
twenty-five yards and hit targets at 300, 400, and 500 
yards. The catch was if you hit the paper near the hole, 
you got zero points for the stage. This was extremely 
challenging, but also something that made this match 
different from the rest.

The equipment we used was a near perfect set up 
for this match. The rifles were Remington 700 actions 
chambered in 6.5 Creedmoor and mounted in Asbury 
Precision Ordinance Saber chassis. The Junior Shooter 
magazine team used Leopold 3-18X VX-6, a very clear 
scope with MRAD turrets and a MRAD reticle. These 
chassis are extremely durable, as well as able to conform 
to the shooter in an easily adjustable way. The 6.5 
Creedmoor caliber is great for reaching out to the ranges 
we needed.  Many of the skills we learned at the match 
helped us to understand long-range shooting better. The 
most significant skill I gained was the ability to read the 
wind with some accuracy, which is something I struggle 
understanding. It was a great advantage to be squadded 
with three shooters from Ashbury Precision team, as 
well as former military snipers. The squad helped us 
tremendously in different aspects of long-range shooting. 
This match is very challenging, but a match that was well 
organized and a lot of fun to shoot in.  I look forward to 
shooting the Sniper’s Hide Cup in the future.

I would like to thank Junior Shooters magazine, 
Ashbury Precision Ordinance, Sniper’s Hid Cup, my 
squad, and my parents for making this trip possible.

BEN

For complete details and a redemption form, go to hornady.com.
Offer good Jan. 1, 2015 through Dec. 31, 2015. Some restrictions apply.

1-308-382-1390 | hornady.com

Receive 500 FREE bullets when 
purchasing any of these qualifying 
Lock-N-Load® products:

• Ammo Plant
• AP™ Press
• Classic™ Kit
• Classic™ Kit Deluxe
• Classic™ Kit with Auto Charge
• Precision Reloaders Kit
• Hot Tub Sonic Cleaner™

• Case Prep Center

Receive 100 FREE bullets when purchasing any 
of these qualifying Lock-N-Load® products:
• Custom Grade™ Dies • Quick Trickle™ 
• Case Prep Trio • Balance Beam Scale
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Brock Lueddeke
Washington’s Sniper’s Hide Cup PRS 

(S/H/C) was a competition of highs and 
lows and a great learning experience. The 
weather changed rapidly over the three 
days which affected my DOPE (data on 
previous engagements). The stages were 
fun and exciting, but every competition has 
its challenges.

The weather changes during the S/H/C 
were different on all three days. The first 
day it just down right poured that morning, 
with rain throughout the day. This delayed 
the start of competition by a couple hours. 
Because of the rain and cloud cover, the air 
temperature was only in the 50’s, slowing 
down the bullet velocity.   Saturday was 
partly cloudy with a high humidity and 
warmer temperatures, causing the bullet 
velocities to increase. On the final day, the 
air temperatures climbed into the upper 
80’s, so we saw another increase in velocity.  
What this meant was that our bullets were 
impacting lower on Friday and much higher 
on Sunday.  We had to measure constantly 
and update our ballistic calculators with the 
atmospheric conditions to ensure we had 
the most accurate info on the flight path of 
our bullets 

One of my favorite stages was called 
‘Echo 3.’ The stage had one target, but it 
moved. Plus, it was over 700 hundred yards 
out. I liked the stage because it was the first 
moving target I have ever encountered. 
Another favorite was ‘Bravo 3’. This was 
a “know your limits” stage. In this stage, 
we had to acquire three targets, a full-size 

IPSC target (middle), 10-inch by 10-inch 
square (left)  steel plate, and a (half IPSC) 
rectangular steel plate (right) barely wider 
than a T-post.  The targets were over 500 
yards away, and we had to engage them – 
MIDDLE, LEFT, RIGHT.  Each target had 
to be hit before we could move to the next 
target.  If you missed, we lost our points and 
had to start over.  I was able to successfully 
hit the MIDDLE and LEFT targets but 
had trouble with the RIGHT target due to 
swirling winds.

The most challenging stage was ‘Bravo 
4’ because you had to shoot through a 
loophole that was a 3-inch hole cut out of a 
cardboard target.  The cardboard was a ‘no-
shoot’ and resulted in a DQ for the stage. On 
the other side of the cardboard were three 
steel targets at 300, 400 and over 500 yards. 
The closest two were barely visible, hidden 
in the grass.  What made this stage super 
difficult was the fact you could not prepare 
your rifle with a sight picture before the 
time started.  So, in 3 minutes we had to set 
up our rifles on the tripod so that we could 

see the targets through the loophole, then 
engage the targets.  I was able to complete 
this stage and get rounds off in the time 
allotted; it was very, very difficult.

The S/H/C was a fun and challenging 
learning experience for these reasons. As a 
team, we have learned what things we are 
good at and what things we need to work 
on.  For the next year, we will be training 
and getting ready for the next S/H/C, ready 
to put a serious challenge on the other 
juniors shooting the match.

I would like to thank Ashbury Precision 
Ordinance and Leupold for the rifles that 
they gave us to shoot.  The rifles absolutely 
made the difference in our confidence and 
shooting ability at the S/H/C!  I want to 
thank Hornady for the great deal on the 
ammunition for the S/H/C, and also to 
Chris Hodgdon for the reloading supplies 
he sent to us!  I would also like to thank 
Frank at www.snipershide.com and the 
crew of people that volunteered to organize 
the Hide Cup!

See you all next year. 

BROCK

RICKY
2-Gun
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Ricky Marston
My gear included an APO 6.5 Creedmoor 

on a Saber chassis with a Leupold optics, 
VX-6 4-18X with a TMR reticle. The gun 
of my dreams! This was built by Ashbury 
Precision Ordnance (APO) gunsmith, 
Travis (who also shot with us along with 
Matt Peterson – boy, were they helpful). 
I couldn’t be more thankful to have the 
opportunity to not only shoot in the 
competition but to be able to shoot with 
such an amazing piece of equipment. I also 
had my spotting scope, pack, and Vortex 
binoculars, plus other support items. 

Colville, Washington, is located 40 
minutes away from the Canadian border 
- eight hours of straight drive time. The 
Sniper’s Hide Cup is a sniper specific match 
where people from all over the country, 
even the Canadian Swat team, drive in 
for. We left at five o’clock in the morning. 
Of course, I slept most of the way as my 
dad drove. As we headed up the Lewiston 
Grade, about midway, our vehicle started to 
overheat. We discovered our radiator had a 
hole in it. After a little teamwork and help 
from my amazing mom and helpful sister 
back in Emmett, we finally were able to rent 
another car and get our broken one into a 
repair shop! 

We arrived at about 6 pm. Thankfully 
Brian Lueddeke, father of a fellow shooter 
and one of our long-range team’s coach, 
had already checked me in. We were able 
to go straight to the shooters meeting that 
started five minutes after we arrived. Two 
of the stages were to include pistol as well 
as long-range rifle. 

The day was finally here. It started to 
rain pretty quickly upon our arrival, and 
then once the lightening started it was 
determined that we wouldn’t be able to start 
until about 9 am is when we officially got 
started. My squad included myself, Ben 
Moody, Cameron Burke, Chris Burke, and 
Brock Lueddeke, and Steve. We also had 
the privilege of shooting with the Ashbury 
Precision team which included Mathew 

our rooms, we all talked and ate discussing the 
next day’s match.

We were on Alpha on the third day. We started 
out on a mover at 515 yards that I hit 2 out of 10 
rounds. I think this stage was the most fun, and 
I also felt more confident and accurate on these 
stages. One particular stage was called ‘Know 
Your Limits.’  It involved three targets and had to 
be hit consecutively. You had to decide when to 
hit and when to stop. Another stage was a twenty-
five ‘Loophole’ stage. You had to shoot through a 
four-inch hole at twenty-five yards to engage steel 
targets out at 200, 400, and 500 yards, you had 
to clear the hole without hitting any paper, or it 
wouldn’t count!  

All in all, this was a great long-range precision 
match, great people, and an amazing gun! I 
learned a lot and hope to be able to shoot another 
one in the near future. My gun was flawless. 
Even in the weather conditions, we dealt with, 
my gun stood up with no issues. Special thanks 
to Ashbury Precision Ordinance and Junior 
Shooters magazine! Because of all the sponsors 
who support Junior Shooters magazine, I have 
had wonderful opportunities!

Editor’s Note:
Many thanks go to all of our regular 

sponsors and especially those that have 
helped our long-range team. Without 
Ashbury Precision Ordnance’s exclusive 
rifle sponsorship for the long-range 
team, their help in getting other sponsors 
for that team, and their guidance and 
assistance during this match it would not 
have been the success it was. Also thanks 
to Leupold, Hornady, Brownells, and 
Tactical Intervention Specialists. Thank 
you!

Peterson and Travis Bankston. These guys 
were amazing. Our squad got split up to 
try to make up for lost time. This made it 
challenging as we were sharing some gear.  
Our first stage was at Echo. Inside of Echo 
was five mini stages, echo1, echo2, echo3, 
echo4, and echo5.  I shot a fairly good stage 
on the first one. On the second stage, there 
was a mover at 810 yards on a hillside in the 
wet green brush. A mover is a moving target 
that goes left to right at about three to five 
miles an hour. This was my first time ever 
shooting at a moving target and anything of 
this distance. I am sad to say, I hit zero out 
of eleven. While disappointed in myself, I 
trudged on and was determined to improve 
as up was the only way I could go. For the 
rest of the stages, the weather continued 
to rain, and the wind continued to blow. It 
was a very overcast day! We grabbed lunch 
around 2 pm and then finished out the last 
stage at 7 pm. I shot stages on my first day 
that were very challenging and made me 
work harder than I ever had before. 

Day two, the weather was still a little 
overcast. Stage Bravo was our first stop. 
The first stage was three targets. The first 
target was at 1,000 yards. The second and 
third targets were at 560 and 575 yards. I 
shot ok on these targets. They were, once 
again, very challenging. I definitely knew 
I had my work cut out for me for the day. 
The wind was strong and crazy because it 
was in a draw and the wind was going three 
different directions. The next few stages I 
shot pretty well clearing all targets with time 
to spare on the clock. When we got back to 
the motel all of my team and their families 
had a barbecue in the grassy area outside 

RICKY



Cowboy Action Shooting™ is one of 
the fastest growing shooting sports in the 
world!  This 37-year-old overnight sensation 
recently issued its 104,000th shooter’s 
badge!  It’s a fantasy game where folks 
dress up in their best 1880s apparel, strap 
on their sixguns, and make the West safe for 
God-fearin’ families. It’s an opportunity to 
help Roy, Gene, and Hoppy bring outlaws to 
justice, save the ranch, and protect the water 
hole. It’s the same game that all of the older 
folks, over 50, played in the neighborhood 
as kids: the only difference between then 
and now is the price of their toys!

Cowboy Action started in Southern 
California in the late 1970s. It had its origins 
in the Practical Pistol, IDPA, and IPSC 
games of the time, but the twist was it had 
to be shot using the guns of the Old West—
single-action revolvers, lever-action rifles, 
and “old-time” shotguns. Movement, fast 
shooting, and penalties for missed targets 
were always part of the game. Those who 
shot the fastest and most accurately won!

Early on there were those who had an 
interest in costuming, and the custom of 
shooting in costume and holding costume 
contests in the evenings were started. In 
those early days, the costume winners were 
the ones not wearing blue jeans!   Today, 
our cowboys are often finding bit parts 
in western movies because they look so 
authentic!

Cowboy Action came of age in April 1982 
when the first END of TRAIL, an annual 
Cowboy Action Shooting™ match, was held 
in Coto de Caza, California. END of TRAIL 
has been held every year since and is now 
recognized as the Single Action Shooting 
Society’s (SASS’) World Championship of 
Cowboy Action Shooting™. In 2004 SASS 
and END of TRAIL moved just outside 
Albuquerque, NM, established Founders 

Ranch, and built a headquarters building. 
The 37th Annual END of TRAIL will be 
celebrated in June 2017.

Cowboy Action is a shooting competition. 
We keep score, and we recognize our 
champions. And these champions are 
awesome!  They can operate those 19th 
Century firearms as fast and accurately as 
most folks can operate their modern semi-
auto firearms!  They are a joy to watch!  
But, the story doesn’t stop there … Cowboy 
Action is far more than “just a shooting 
sport.”

The first thing one realizes is we don’t 
give the keys to a new Cadillac or big money 
prizes to our match winners. They receive 
a trophy, get their picture taken, and have 
bragging rights. Since there is no money 
involved, these champions can afford to 
be nice and even helpful toward the other 
competitors … even to their competition. 
And they are!  Cowboys being cowboys 

where one’s word is one’s bond, honesty 
is expected, and civility demanded, this is 
one sport where the competitors score each 
other—assessing hits and misses, penalties, 
and procedurals. 

SASS is a membership organization. 
There are over 500 Cowboy Action clubs 
across the country and around the world. 
Only about 5% of the competitors have any 
hope of winning the club annuals, State 
Championships, Regional Championships, 
National Championships, or the World 
Championship. So why do the shooters 
travel great distances and attend these 
matches year after year?  Cowboy Action 
is a lifestyle, it’s a fantasy, it’s social, and 
it’s fun!  Anyone can compete in any of the 
matches, even the World Championships. 
No one really cares how well you shoot, so 
long as you’re safe. You shoot with friends 
even if you don’t (initially) know anyone!  
You can shop (some call it the Single Action 
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What could be more fun? Living 
the “Old West” while shooting a 
pair of Rooster sixguns (named 
after John Wayne’s gun while 
playing the character Rooster 

Cogburn), a military Henry, and 
a double barrel shotgun. If you’re 

thinkin’ “What the heck is hee 
talkin’ about?” ask your folks!

By Tex, SASS #4

All replicas from Cimarron Firearms.

3-Gun
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Howdy Tex!
SHOPPING Society!) ‘til you drop. And 

the costumes take us all back to what we 
fantasize was a simpler time. It becomes 
an escape from the harried 21st Century. 
It takes many of us back to our childhood 
games.

Cowboy Action is a game where we want 
as many folks as possible to have a great time, 
shoot their guns, and come off the firing line 
grinning. Our match directors know they’re 
not in the competition business, they’re in 
the ENTERTAINMENT business!  So, how 
do we make folks happy?

First, we make provisions for youngsters 
and oldsters. Everyone wants to shoot 
against their peers, to the extent possible. 
SASS Cowboy Action has shooting 
categories for 12 – 14 year olds (Buckaroos), 
14 – 17 year olds (Young Guns), Seniors, 
Silver Seniors, and Elder Statesmen. There 
are also corresponding shooting categories 
in every instance for the ladies (if they so 
choose). There are “open” categories where 
any kind of shooting style or propellant is 
allowed, and there are protected categories 
where blackpowder is required, or particular 
shooting styles, such as Duelist (one 
handed) or Gunfighter (a blazing sixgun 
in each hand!), is required. Today there are 
over 30 different shooting categories from 
which to choose. As one sage competitor 
once remarked, pick your category wisely!

Cowboy Action competition requires two 
revolvers (.32 – .45 caliber), a lever or slide 
operated rifle (.25 – .45 caliber) with an 
exposed hammer, and an old-time shotgun 
(double barreled [20 – 10 gauge.], Model 
‘97 pump, or 1887 lever action in 16 – 12 
gauge.). The shooters are assembled into 
posses of roughly 20 competitors who stick 
together for the entire match, moving from 
stage to stage as a group. Each shooting 
stage is unique … there are no “standard” 
Cowboy Action Shooting™ stages. Each 
stage represents a scenario out of the Old 
West, the old B-Western movies, or from 
TV props, such as storefronts, old wagons, 
cactus cutouts, and the like, all add to the 
Old West flavor. While safety is paramount, 
fun is the rule of the day. Targets are 
generally of generous size and not all that 
far away. We want even the rookie shooter 
to be able to hit them all!  The more 
seasoned competitors will find a way to 
miss by going way too fast!

Cowboy Action is an easy “sell” to the 
older generation. We all grew up with Roy, 
Gene, and Hoppy. Many of our younger 
potential shooters have never even heard of 
these guys!  Cowboy Action is not Space 
Cadets, but it’s just as much fun!  Talk to 
mom and dad (or maybe even granddad!) 

about bringing you 
out to a Cowboy 
Action match. Dress 
as western as you can. 
Don’t be surprised 
if someone takes the 
time to talk to you 
… and maybe even 
offers to strap a pair 
of sixguns on you!  
Also, many clubs have 
indoctrination sessions 
for new shooters. Once 
you try it, you’ll be 
hooked for life!

Please see the SASS 
website, www.sassnet.
com, for further 
information on the 
Single Action Shooting 
Society and Cowboy 
Action Shooting™. 
Local clubs and their 
shooting schedules 
are also listed on the 
website. SASS is 
the governing body 
of Cowboy Action 
Shooting™. Its 
Handbook defines 
the game, ensuring 
consistency of rules 
and practices both 
across the country and 
internationally. SASS 
also provides training 
for Range Officers/
Operations as well as 
for Match Directors.
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I enjoy building guns for the kids and ladies because they most often 
are the recipients of leftovers from their fathers or husbands. They should 
have the best equipment so they will have fun and want to continue 
to shoot. It is not fun to shoot if your guns are hard to operate, or not 
functioning at their best.

I custom build the 1897 shotgun with an 18” barrel with a choke. Install 
a long forcing cone to cut down on recoil. Depending on the size of the 
person, I recommend a solid frame and cut down the magazine tube to 
lighten the front end as much as possible. For a very small kid or a lady 
under 5 feet, the stock should be cut down to 10” to 11”.

For the rifle I start out with a 16” barrel 1873 Winchester which will 
hold 10 rounds of .38 Specials. A short stroke kit from Cowboys & Indian 
Store that includes an aluminum carrier is highly recommended. Replace 
the original extractor and firing pin. The front sight is replaced with a gold 
bead, the rear sight is replaced with a standard rifle sight. All this work 
can be done by Cowboys & Indian Store.  I do my best to have the gun 
function like butter and be so smooth you can throw the lever with one 
finger.

For kids and ladies, if they are not shooting .22 caliber pistols, I 
recommend the small “P” frames from Cimarron. They fit their small 
hands well and have the shortest hammer stroke of any of the guns out 
there. They can be made to have very smooth actions and couple with a 
light load, like 3 grams of American Select and a 95 or 105 bullet, they 
will have hardly any recoil.

Cu
st
om

By Terr
y L Mille

r aka T.L. SASS 5365 Life

Editor’s note: Terry has been 
a gunsmith for over 16 years 
and co-owner of Cowboys 
& Indian Store, LLC based 

in Santa Ana, California, and 
Washington, Utah.

3-Gun
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